I Human geographical studies of Mount Fuji
Mount Fuji was listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site （cultural site） under the title: "Mt. Fuji: Object of Worship, Wellspring of Art," on June 22, 2013 -still a recent memory. This World Heritage site comprises a total of 25 assets scattered around Mount Fuji. We compiled this special issue, titled "Human Geographical Studies of Mount Fuji Region Focusing on Tourism," with a view to exploring two new approaches. The first approach is to use human geographical studies methods to illustrate the characteristics of the region comprising Mount Fuji and its foothills. The second approach is to ascertain the characteristics of Mount Fuji as a tourism area with diverse characteristics. The designation of the collective assets of Mount Fuji, as described above, has attracted interest not only among the general public but also among researchers. It is also a fact that Mount Fuji enjoyed the public spotlight for many years before the designation. For example, mountainous terrain is a ubiquitous feature throughout Japan, as a glance across the whole of the territory of the nation would reveal. Nevertheless, Mount Fuji is invariably regarded as an "exceptional mountain" . Mount Fuji is the highest mountain in Japan, and has a uniquely shaped peak with a broad skirt. Due to these physical conditions, Mount Fuji has become an object of admiration among the Japanese, and many mountains in Japan use "Fuji" in their names, examples being Ezo-fuji （Yoteizan in Hokkaido Prefecture） , Takai-fuji （Nagano） , and Sanuki-fuji （Kagawa） . Furthermore, Mount Fuji is closely linked to spiritual beliefs, which is due in no small part to its "exceptional mountain" status. This link led to the development of Fuji-ko （devotional Fuji confraternities） and the practice of climbing the mountain as an act of worship. Mount Fuji's "exceptional mountain" characteristic also relates to where it is situated. Tokyo has been the political center of Japan since the Edo Period （1603-1868） , and the ability to see the mountain from Tokyo sets Mount Fuji apart from other mountains. Moreover, the view of Mount Fuji from the Tokaido Road, which has been a major arterial route between Tokyo and Kyoto since the Edo Period, has become much admired. While means of transport may have changed from foot, to rail, to expressway, and to shinkansen （bul-let train） , travelers still feel the same emotions. Thus, Mount Fuji has characteristics that set it apart from other mountains: it is a tall volcanic mountain with extensive foothills. Furthermore, within the territory comprising Mount Fuji and its foothills, there are heterogeneous local characteristics. Accordingly, there is considerable internal diversity in the human activities of the area, and the distinctive and diverse blend of industrial locations, land use, and vistas can be seen as the results of such internal variations. The broad foothills of Mount Fuji have been used for agricultural production. However, the area has proved to be poorly suited to paddy farming, the basic agronomy of Japan, due to conditions attributable to the area being in the foothills of a volcanic mountain, including a scarcity of water and development of volcanic ash. Therefore, many parcels of land in the foothills of Mount Fuji were set aside for post-war reclamation （Asagiya, 1972） . Furthermore, there is a distinctive blend of agriculture in the area, including dairy farming, stockbreeding （poultry, swine, etc.） highland vegetable production, and turf grass production （Ogaki, 2000） . Looking at the area spatially, the southwestern foothills and the eastern foothills are situated at 600 meters above sea level, and are characterized by a diverse range of land-use categories （Maruyama, 1994） . On the other hand, the western and northern foothills are situated between 500 and 1,000 meters above sea level, and they are characterized primarily by dispersed rural settlements focused on stockbreeding.
Because the area is unsuitable for agricultural production, there was, naturally, a need to find some other sources of income. One is the tourism industry, as discussed later, but manufacturing also plays an important role. In the northern foothills of Mount Fuji, a small-scale cotton fabric industry developed across an extensive area that included Otsuki City （Tsujimoto, 1972; Yuzawa, 2009） . Meanwhile, the southern foothills saw the development of modern industry, and large-scale plants were established during the period of high economic growth, reflecting the influence of the Pacific belt （Ota, 1972） . Due to its "exceptional mountain" characteristic, Mount Fuji has also enjoyed a privileged status as an object of tourism. As something to look at, as something to climb, and as a high place that rises far above sea level, Mount Fuji and its foothills became a destination for popular tourist activities. In this special issue, we approach Mount Fuji primarily as a tourism area, and seek to illustrate the various aspects of Mount Fuji as such. In the following section, we clarify and discuss the changes that Mount Fuji has undergone as a tourism area, and provide a summary of the contents of this special issue. 2 High economic growth period and asset inflation-led economic bubble period The natural landscape resources of the area, including Mount Fuji itself and the Fuji Five Lakes, have enough appeal in themselves to attract scores of tourists. However, these resources were supplemented by various facilities and services in order to attract even more visitors. Thus, Mount Fuji tourism underwent rampant development, particularly in the period of high economic growth （between around 1960 and 1973） . Initially, this development involved secondhome or vacation-home areas, golf courses, and amusement parks. The work of developing a second-home area had already begun around 1930, but this development focused primarily on the northern foothills. The reason for this was because a large part of the northern foothills fell within the territory of Yamanashi Prefecture, and the prefecture had embarked on a plan to carry out the large-scale development of a secondhome area on publicly owned land （Yamamura, 1994） . This trend continued into the period of high economic growth, which saw conspicuous development in the northern foothills and scarcely any in the southwestern foothills. Alongside the development of second-home land, there was extensive construction of accommodation facilities, primarily hoyo-jo （lodgings owned by companies or governmental bodies for use by their employees） , in the northern foothills, particularly along the shores of Yamanaka Lake. Training camps for sports such as tennis also saw considerable development （Sasaki, 1988） . Another notable construction around this time was the opening of the Fuji Five Lake International Skating Center in 1961. This was renamed Fuji-Q Highland in 1964 and subsequently saw a considerable expansion in scale. Another amusement park, Odakyu Gotemba Family Land, was opened in Gotemba in 1974. The park closed in 1999, but the site was repurposed and opened in the following year as the Gotemba Premium Outlets. On the other hand, construction of golf courses tended to be focused on the eastern foothills. This can be attributed to the presence of the Tomei Expressway, which offers good access to the area from Tokyo. Other developments in this area include ski slopes, water sports recreation facilities, and services. The abovementioned developments continued to be witnessed during the asset inflation-led economic bubble years. However, such tourism development was notable for its inconsistency among the various local areas within the Fuji foothills, a result of the disparities in land ownership and use forms. Japanese tourist behavior, when compared to that of Europeans or Americans, is characterized by the short amount of time spent on vacations and by the predominance of sightseeing tourism. The sightseeing tourist tradition is argued to date back to the Edo Period （Ota, 2013） , but the allure of Mount Fuji among sightseeing-loving tourists can be attributed to its wealth of sightseeing resources and their compositeness. Along the shores of the Fuji Five Lakes, for example, composite facilities provided not only lodging but also activities such as bass fishing and sports. In addition to natural scenery such as the Fuji Subaru Line and the Fuji Five Lakes, there are many other kinds of tourism resource, including the abovementioned amusement parks, museums, and hot springs （spas） . The presence of these resources helped develop sightseeing in the Fuji foothills.
II The changes Mount Fuji has undergone as a tourism area
Over time, regional discrepancies emerged in Mount Fuji tourism. In the northern and eastern foothills, tourism and tourist-related facilities continued to be developed. In contrast, the scale of tourism development in the southern and western foothills was smaller. These regional disparities probably came about as an effect of transport conditions and government policies.
3 After the economic bubble burst During the recession that gripped Japan after the economic bubble burst around 1995, the tourism industry as a whole went into stagnation. However, even amid such circumstances, Mount Fuji continued to attract reasonable levels of tourists due to its proximity to metropolitan areas and its "exceptional mountain" status. After the turn of the century, a number of changes took place. While inbound tourism had not been particularly emphasized in the post-war years, it was now being developed in earnest. Mount Fuji tourism was also heavily influenced by a mountain climbing boom, its listing as a World Heritage site, and the diversification of tourist behavior. 
III Summary of this special issue
As described above, Fuji-ko represent the oldest form of tourism in the Mount Fuji region. Matsui and Uda （2015） explore the part played by ascetic mountaineering and tourism in Fuji worship during the early-modern era, focusing on the holiness attributed to Mount Fuji, the common folk who went on trips to the sacred mountain for the purpose of climbing it as a form of worship, and the oshi who organized and presided over such trips. Fuji-ko started forming during the early-modern era, and they would organize proxy pilgrimages. Oshi would make arrangements for pilgrimages which, from Edo （Tokyo） , entailed an eight-day journey. While the purpose of such journeys was to climb Mount Fuji, the itinerary would often include devotional visits to other sacred mountains. The function of an oshi settlement was to provide mountaineering ascetics with lodgings and services in connection with their ascetic ascent of Mount Fuji. One of these settlements, Kamiyoshida, has scenery characterized by oblong terrain partitions; here there had been over 100 oshi dwellings. For people from Edo, Mount Fuji had a visible presence despite being situated far away. However, notwithstanding the familiarity of Mount Fuji, the strong admiration and expectations of the mountaineers and the strong sense of satisfaction associated with summiting the mountain denote that Mount Fuji is accepted as a mountain with "special significance" and that the devotional journey to the mountain has been reproduced. They begin by tracing changes in impressions of Mount Fuji among people in the capital across ancient times, medieval times, early-modern era, modern era, and today. They find that an impression of Mount Fuji is formed by such factors as the position of the capital and opportunities for people to see Mount Fuji, and that the symbolic aspect of Mount Fuji grew in emphasis after the capital was relocated to Edo. From the earlymodern era on, there were developments such as the increasing popularity of climbing Mount Fuji and the diminishing of its religious significance; nevertheless, Mount Fuji retained its symbolic weight. Even today, the notion persists that Mount Fuji has beauty, majesty, symbolism, and religious qualities as witnessed in depictions of the sun rising atop the peak. Such a notion reflects a view of nature and culture that is so fundamental to the Japanese people. However, unfavorable portrayals of the mountain that focus on negative elements, such as the garbage issue, were generated by the mass media around the time of the World Heritage designation, and these images are informing a new impression of Mount Fuji. On the other hand, the increased transmission of information by the mass media has augmented information available to citizens who are not so familiar with Mount Fuji, thereby facilitating a uniform impression of Mount Fuji among the entire population.
The development of second-home areas has played an essential role for overall tourism development in the Mount Fuji region. The accumulation of second-home properties in this region is one of the most important in Japan. Sato and Shibuya （2015） clarify the process of expanding the second-home area in the Fuji foothills and the forms in which these second homes are used. During the Meiji Period （1868-1912） , second homes primarily served as summer retreats for foreigners, but from the end of the Meiji Period, second homes for Japanese people started being built around the shores of Yamanaka Lake and Kawaguchi Lake. In the early Showa Period （1926-1989） , second-home land started being developed in earnest around the Yamanaka Lake shore. In the early 1960s, there was a surge in second-home area development that took off at the north side of Yamanaka Lake and the Fujizakura Kogen at the south side of Kawaguchi Lake. Around 1970, after expressway infrastructure was arranged, there was extensive second-home area development driven by major capital investment. This development took place across an area spanning the shore of Kawaguchi Lake, the Juriki Highlands, the Fujigamine Highlands, and the Asagiri Highlands. While the second-home area of the Fuji foothills is used for weekend stays in some cases, it is mostly used for summer visits from mid-July to mid-September. People with time on their hands, such as retired people, are particularly likely to use a second home during the summer.
In parallel with the dominance of second homes, the hoyo-jo is a distinctive lodging facility of this region. Watanabe （2015） focuss on the hoyo-jo that have accumulated on the shore of Yamanaka Lake. A Hoyo-jo is a type of facility unique to Japan. Most are "directly operated dormitories" （chokuei-ryo） ; i.e., dormitories that are operated by a company and are used exclusively by that company's employees. However, in Yamanakako Village, there are also hoyo-jo with a special form of ownership, namely "chartered dormitories" （kashi-ryo） , and these two types of hoyo-jo are situated in separate districts from each other. Chartered dormitories are operated by members of the local community based on contracts with the owning company. The hoyo-jo were formerly important places for lodging. However, developments from the late 1990s onward, including changes in tourist behavior among the Japanese people and changes in company-provided employee benefits, prompted a dramatic decline in the numbers of people using hoyo-jo. At the same time, the number of these facilities has also declined. affected by the natural environment there. They note that a scrub region （ecotone） has formed over an area 2,390 to 2,650 meters in altitude. They examine the relationships between tree size and tree age with respect to the larch scrub community in the ecotone, and find that trees of greater heights tend to be younger and trees of lesser heights tend to be older. They conclude that while a transition is taking place in the ecotone, particularly in its lower area, scrub formation will remain fixed in the long term due to the unstable conditions of the location and strong winds. The Ochu-do trail has a number of sites where one can observe ecotones with similar ecological characteristics; for example, besides Oniwa, there is the Hoei-zan crater and the Osawa-kuzure collapsed mountainside. These sites can yield useful data on the formation mechanisms of Mount Fuji and its landscape. Therefore, the Ochu-do trail is ideally suited to ecotourism development. While the Ochu-do trail requires repairs, assisting ecoand geo-tourism development on the Ochu-do trail will lead to a better understanding of Mount Fuji. The foothills of Mount Fuji provide an important study theme on agricultural land use. Ota and Kikuchi （2015） focus on changes in agricultural land use in the Fuji foothills. They find that changes in agricultural land use vary between different sectors spread around the summit of Mount Fuji and between different increments of altitude. In other words, in the southern foothills （coastal zone of Suruga Bay） the ratio of land used for permanent crops has risen, and the tea and fruit cultivation sectors have grown. On the other hand, the eastern and western foothills have similar characteristics: namely, the predominant land use at lower altitudes is vegetable cultivation, and at the middle altitudes it is paddy farming. However, the western foothills do have one distinguishing characteristic: the presence of dairy farming. The northern foothills have a characteristic that sets them apart from the other foothills.
To wit, agriculture in the northern foothills is based on tourist visits. Traditionally, farmers here managed multiple small holdings in which rice or wheat cultivation was combined with sericulture. The main form of farm management has now become agri-tourism and farmers' markets, or cultivation of vegetables for consumption in accommodation facilities. Ota and Kikuchi attribute these internal discrepancies to differences in land conditions （soil type, land form, etc.） and rate of urbanization and tourism development. The development of rural tourism in particular, based as it is on proximity to Tokyo, is a major factor in determining the characteristics of agriculture in the Fuji foothills.
